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7 5 E 5 fon i br une this ſermon, is nat 
to publ, iſp it to the world; but to diſtri. 


ute it among the governors of Chriſt-Hoſpi- 
tal only : that ſuch of them as were not pre- 
ſent at the delivery of it from the pulpit, may 


have an opportunity of judging for themſelves, 
whether it merits the invidious refleions 
which have been caſt upon it. The author is 
not conſcious of having us'd any indecent ex- 
Preſſions, or of having thrown out any injuri- 


ons inſinuations, either againſt the conduit 
and management of the charity, or of any per- 
ſon concern'd therein. For his only intention 
in this undertaking was, with all becoming 
reſpeci and deference, to plead for a continu- 
ance of thoſe privileges of the children of the 
Poundation, which have hitherto been efleem'd 
ſacred and inviolable. 
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"TIMOTHY: 5.6 


IF ANY PROVIDE NOT FOR HIS OWN, AND ESPECIALLY 


FOR THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSE, HE HATH DENIED THE 
F AITH, AND 18 WORSE THAN AN INF 7; OT 


0725S HE primary intention of theſe words of the 


"MT apoſtle, was to recommend and enforce the practice 


8 
N - 


immediately applicable to the preſent occaſion, vi. 


the indiſpenſible neceſſity which the profeſſion of Chriſtianity 


laid upon { ſuch children, as were capable of ſo doing, to provide 
for the ſupport of their aged and helpleſs parents; that ſo the 


church might not be unneceſſarily charg d with the care and 
maintenance of them. But yet, when it is remembered, that 


the obligations between children and parents are of a mutual 


and reciprocal nature; and that our apoſtle has elſewhere given 


it as a rule, that the children ought not to lay up for the pa- 


rents, but the parents for the children: : I hope I may be al- 
lowed the liberty of applying the words of the text in ſuch a 
manner, as to render them in ſome meaſure ſubſervient to this 


8 i oO + ; — 


2 «I of a duty, which muſt be confeſſed to be not fo 


[ 2 | bY 
day's ſolemnity. ---AbſtraQing therefore from the Peel 
purport of them, I ſhall conſider them as containing not only 
the duties of natural parents to their children ; but alſo, in a 
more comprehenſive meaning, of ſuperiors of every denomina- 
tion to their correlatives and dependants ; and as pointing out 
the particular obligation upon the former, to provide firſt for 
thoſe of their own houſe or family, in preference to any leſs i in- 
timate relation ; and upon the latter, to afford protection and 
encouragement to thoſe whom they have undertaken to defend 
againſt the aſſaults of an open enemy, or the more dangerous 
craft of a ſecret one. The ſenſe which St. Paul had of theſe 
duties, may be collected from the ſevere terms in which he re- 
proves thoſe who are guilty of the neglect of them ; cb 


have deniad the faith, fays he, and are worſe than infidels + be- 
cauſe they have been ſo far from acting up to the refined and 


perfect morality o of the goſpel, that they have not even attended 


to thoſe offices in which the v very Heathens themſelves, under 


all the darkneſs and ignorance | of mere unaſſiſted nature, were 
not deficient. Our Saviour ſuppoſes it ſcarce poſſible not to 
perform them ; and argues, from the natural affection of the 


fathers of our fleſh to that of our heavenly father, the univer- 


fal parent and govyernor of che world; cc What man is there, of 
ce whom if his ſon aſk bread, will he give him a ſtone ? Or if 
« healk a fiſh, will he give him a ſerpent ? If ye then, being 
« evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 


« n more ſhall your father wo) is in heaven, give good things 
1 = $0 


— 


5 


ct os them that aſſe hi m!“ 8⁰ that to 'with6ld What 18 neceſſary 
from our on, or from thoſe who, upon other accontits, may 
have a juſt claim to our protection; or to give them that which 


is hurtful, inſtead of that which is profitable to them; When 


they alk bread, to give them a ſtone, is here thought'a a "degree: 


of depravity, of Which human Nature, degenerate as it is, is 


yet incapable. And indeed when we obſerve how powerfully a 


blind inſtinct operates in this caſe on the animal world, we may 
well expect that the dictates of reaſon, eſpecially when enforc'd 
by religio1 motives, ſhould be much more prevalent. Nature 
pleads — in behalf of thoſe who came forth of our own 
bowels, juſtice alſo requires us to preſerve and protect the life 

you "_ as God * the um. ey 


we © gave, an 


* — 14 


at dur own houſe, is not barely confin d to immediate food and 
raiment ; but is of a much wider and more extenſive fignificationz 
and reſpects as well their future as their preſent condition, the cul- 


ture of the mind, as well as the ſuſtenance of the body. That 


the ſoul be without knowledge, either temporal or ſpiritual, is 
not good. For as the former, by a proper uſe; of it, enables 


us to paſs comfortably through this world; ſo the latter, by a 


| right application of it, entitles us to a glorious inheritance in 


the next. This then ſhould be a chief part of the care of pa- 


rents, as it is undoubtedly of the moſt important, and: moſt 
laſting concern, to inſtill into the minds of their children ſuch 


B 2 principles 
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or their houſes to aliens: for even relations and dependantss 
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peafeſfion af Chriſt ad cath Bande 
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thing which is good. Ang: if; by the ble — of Cod on. 
induſtry of parents, they have been ſucceſsful, and proſperous 3 WD 
| their reſpective vocations, then ought they; to bequeath to the 
children ſuch a due proportion of their ſubſtance, | as; the exir 
gencies and conditions of them in life may require: and to 
prive them of their birthright, is not only an act of in juſtice; 
but of inhumanity alſo. 00G. Slot ö Hntl act at Vie 87111 hagk 
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Tust are, in brief, the duties of natural patents to their 
children; and which are farther. enforc'd by all the obliga- 
tions of reaſon” and revelation, © To withold this proviſion 
therefore from tbem, or to transfer it to others, is a crime bf 
the greateſt malignity. And St. Paul ſeems to guard particu : 
larly againſt the children's inheritance being turned to frangers, 


though they may have ſome diſtant title to be called our owns 
are yet requir d to give place to thoſe: who are immediately and: gr 
fecialy of our .own houſe, The plea of adoption then, hows 
euer frequently it may be-urg'd; yet ſeems; to,be very ungettainr 
ty; not to ſay very unwarrantably founded. Ang the wth alivey 
tree, though "grafted in, and even part 
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fatneſs of the olive-tree, ought. not unjuſtly to boaſt ielf, 
"bk leſs to ſtrive, againſt the natural A | dey ir r 4's 

"0 HAVE | Tacherts conſider d the text in the more confin'd; ſenſe 
of it. But there 1s another rank of fathers, the diſcharge of 


whoſe duty is of greater moment, in proportion as a body of 
men is more to be regarded than an individual, and the welfare 
of a community, than that of a private family. I mean thoſe,. 


whom the providence of God. hath. placed in any ſtation of dig- 
nity or authority over us; and who are therefore very properly 
ſtiled civit PARENTS, or FATHERS OF THEIR COUNTRY ; Whe- 
ther they be kings as ſupreme, or governors, as ſubordinate 


rulers of the land. Theſe it becometh, with the wile king of 


Lirael, to pray to God for. an - underſtanding heart, that they 
may diſcern between good and bad; ta deal out the ſtricteſt 
meaſures of juſtice and equity, and to exert their power with- 
out diſcrimination or partiality; to yield protection and pa- 


tronage to the diſtreſſed, and ſeverely to punifh the injuri- 


ous invader of another's right; to judge the people with. 


righteouſneſs, and to defend the poor; to ſave the children of 


the needy, and to break in pieces the oppreſſor. But above all 
things, ought they to be careful to -eſtabliſh' and ſupport the: 
true worſhip of almighty God; and (as far as may be con- 


ſiſtent with chriſtian moderation and prudence) to protect and 


defend it againſt corruptions and innovations. 
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Ap dere the tranſition i is very natural from the general ſub- 
ject, to that particular pat of it, which immediately relates to 
this ſolemnity. We are now aſſembled i in memory of a Prince, 
| who-was, in every inſtance, truely the father of his country; ; 
Who, though taken away at an age when reaſon begins but to 
dawn'in common minds, yet became by his learning the admi- 
ration, by his government the blefling, and by his piety the od | 
ample, not only of his own times, but of all ſucceeding gene- 
rations. If an. early and ſtedfaſt zeal for the glory of God, 


5 exerting itſelf in the moſt rational and perſuaſive methods, and 
in the moſt noble and exalted acts of humanity and charity, be 


praiſe-worthy, then ſhall the name of this righteous Prince be 
had in everlaſting remembrance. Sarely he may be ſald, in the 
higheſt ſenſe, to have provided for his own houſe or people; and 
ſo, by parity of reaſon, to have Confirmed and eſtabliſhed the - 
faith, by the. truely royal foundation here before us. A founda- 
tion, which, for its extenſive utility, may challenge the whole 
world to equal it. Tis true, that to relieve the complicated 
miſeries of poverty, pain, and ſiekneſs; to encourage and pro- 
mote honeſt induſtry, andi to reduce- the lieentious and profi- 
gate to order and diſcipline-; and to teſtore the unhappy lüna- 
tick to-ſanity- and: reaſon, are charities in themſelves. great and 
excellent. And the nobleſt of theſe alſo have fleow'd-from the 
ſame unexhauſted bounty; and are the glory and the ornament: 
of this metropolis. But yet, the education of- childten i in tho 
trus roteſtant faith, is even the ee of that grace, Which 


1s 


- BY 1 : 
i Acker We perfection of human nature. And the Shin we 
| here ſee for this blefſed purpoſe, as far exceeds every other of 5 


cbs like kind, as charity itſelf * , other virtue. Pe 


Tur pious 510 diſcerning Edward, well kk the bed and 
importance which letters give to a nation among its neighbours; 
as well as the refinement they naturally effect in the manners of 
particular perſons. He knew what guardians they were like to 
prove, both of our civil and religious liberties ; and the ſerutity 

we ſhould derive from them againſt the invaſions both of popery 
= and enthuſiaſm. And indeed to have combated prejudices that 
had grown inveterate, and to have introduced a free uſe and ex- 
erciſe of reaſon, ſeems: to be what more immediately diſtin- 
guiſhes our royal founders, from our later and more recent be- 
nefactors. They form d the plan, which theſe were left to 
fimſh : they furniſh d the motive, - which has ſo ee influence * 


their . 8 


In this great kd of youth, every poſſible want of human 
nature is amply ſupplied and provided for. The uncultivated 
mind reteives inſtruction and diſcipline, and the naked body, 
raiment and ſuſtenance ; innocence here finds protection and 


ſafety, and virtue meets with defence and encouragement; here 
is laid the foundation of every neceſſary art, and here are tauglit 


che elements of "ay uſeful ſcience ; commercial intereſt! is 
here 


4 * F | —_ 


'f 8 ] | 
here: render'd familiar and intelligible; and maritime fkitl i is ex- 
plain d and illuſtrated. But, what is the peculiar excellence 


l 


of this ſemipary; here are train'd up a choſen number to be con- 
ſecrated to the miniſtry, and to ſerve in the prieſt 8 office i in the 


e of the Lord. 


18 T is not to 1 n but that the royal Edward, had he 
not been called ſo ſoon from an earthly. to an heavenly crown, 
would himſelf have founded this part of the charity. His 
great zeal for the reformation of religion, and his fatherly care 
in providing for every, eſpecially, the moſt preſſing exi gence of 
his people, would not have ſuffer d him to neglect ſo neceſſary 
an inſtrument, not only for the immediate furtherance,” but allo - 


for the perpetual eſtabliſhment, of that reformation. But, as 
I before obſery'd, it was hi to plan;z—it has been his ſucceſſors 


to execute. And indeed, by the bounty and generoſity of dif- 
ferent benefactors, the moſt ample proviſion has been made for 
this purpoſe. The children have not only been furniſh'd with 
the means of a liberal education, and chabled to become gra- 
duates in an, univerſity, in order to be the more. regularly qua- 
lified to take upon them the prieſtnood; but moreover, ſeveral 
eccleſiaſtical benefices 1 been given, and, without all manner 
of doubt, intended to be appropriated to their particular uſe, | where- 
in to exert the talents ſo acquir'd, and to, exerciſe the office ſo 
committed to them. 99 


* 
mt va 3 
ln 
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AND. 


[9] 


Aup I cannot but congratulate my reverend brethren of this 


foundation, upon the great reaſon we have to promiſe ourſelves, 


nay, upon the ſtrong aſſurance we have, that the pious ends of 


theſe our patrons will never be fruſtrated: For the management 
of this royal charity is committed to a body of ſuch men, as are 
incapable cither of being biaſs'd by partiality, or ſway'd by inte- 


"reſt, to become unfaithful to their truſt : Men who have wiſ- 


dom to diſcern, integrity to purſue, and reſolution to maintain, 
the true deſigns of our ſeveral benefactors; and who will never 
ſuffer themſelves to be miſled by any /&:tzous claim, or unwar- 
rentable title: for that there have been, and: ſtill are, attempts 
to. miſlead them, is a truth, which, I am ſorry to ſay, is too 
well knovrn to be either diſſembled or evaded. But ſure I am, 


that all ſuch attempts muſt be treated with the reſentment they 


deſerve, when I conſider them, not only as a grievous injury to 
the children themſelves, but alſo as the higheſt affront and in- 
_ dignity to this auguſt aſſembly, who are their parents and their 
patrons. For how can it be ſo much as preſum'd, that thoſe 

who have voluntarily undertaken ſo important a charge, will 
not acquit themſelves of it with fidelity and honor? They need 
| not be inform'd; that a poor and friendleſs clergyman, is, of 
all men, moſt miſerable. His very education, which ſhould 
have been for his ſupport, creates in him wants, of which vul- 
gar minds have no apprehenſion. And that ingenuous modeſty, 


that delicacy of ſentiment, which ſuch an education may be 
ſuppos d naturally to inſpire, forbids him to ſeek a ſupply of thoſe 
wants by the ſervile compliances, to which more ignoble ſpirits 
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oi 100 A 
can timely and patiently ſubmit, They are not unmintiful that 
many of their own houſe (I mean of Þ this their family) are in | 
the condition here deſcrib'd; Had theſe been ſuffer d to continue 
in the ſame deſtitute ſituation, to which they werer educ'd at firſt, 
either by the misfortunes or death of their natural parents; as 
they would have had no great ſenſibility of want, , it may be, 
they would have labour'd contentedly and cheerfully in the lower: 
offices of life. But now, that they have been taught by the 
bounty of their foſter-fathers, to hope for better things, the 
miſeries of want return upon them, arm d with double force; 
and they cannot, therefore, but be exceedingly follicitous, leſt 
any ſhould come with fubtilty, and take away their bleſſing; 
and dread to have occaſion to apply to themſelves, the bitter la- 
mentation of the fir/i-born Eſau :—* Is he not rightly named | 
" Jacob? for he hath ſupplanted us theſe two times ; he took 
ce; away our birth-right, and behold now he hath taken away | 
85 our r bleſſing,” 
Tuxsx are PD natural ſuggeſtions of doubt and deſpondency, | 
in which the minds of the diſtreſſed are ever fruitful. . But yet 
we truſt, that in this caſe, there is no reaſon to encourage and 
indulge them: ſince it is not to be doubted but that the ſame be- 
nevolent regard and compaſſion for the deſtitute and friendleſs, 
which firſt mov d their governors to undertake the patronage of 
them, will never be wanting ſtill to maintain their right and 
their cauſe. Others have many connections and dependencies. 


whereon 
+ /iz, Chriſt-Hoſpital. 
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 whereon to rely: They ſtand unallied to any intereſt, uncon- 
nected with any power. You have kindly engaged to ſupply the 
place of every relation to them : you are their fathers; their 
friends and patrons ; and to you, therefore, with humble con- 
| fidence, they look up for ſupport. And they are the rather em- 
| bolden'd to expect it, from the conſideration that your care of 
them, in their younger years, ſeem'd to be particularly intended 
to fit and prepare them for thoſe preferments, which the muni- 
ficence of former benefactors hath entruſted to your diſpoſal. 
This circumſtance alone is a tacit acknowledgement on your 


part, and is to them the ſtrongeſt foundation of hope, that they 
ſhall not be diſkppointed. 


For ſurely it were but a cruel kind of charity, to have con- 
fin d them to one ſingle office in life, and then to withhold from 
them fuch employments in that office, as they have always 
been taught to expect from your hands. This be far from 
thoſe, who have fo diſintereſtedly ſtood forth to defend the poor . 
and fatherleſs, and to ſee that ſuch as are in need and neceſſity 
have right. | 


How loſt to every generous, every human ſentiment, muſt be 

that heart, which can wiſh to ſupplant the orphan, in. this his 
only Portion! How unſuſceptible of every impreſſion of juſtice 
and charity muſt he be, who, already poſſeſs d of many fruit- 
ful fields and vineyards of his on, ſhall yet, in the moſt apt 
and expreſſive ſimilitude of the prophet Iſaiah, ſeek, though a 
 ftranger, to feed our flocks, and, though himſelf an alien, to 

become our vine-dreſſer. But we hope, nay we are confident, 

that, notwithſtanding the advances, which have been made to 
this 


* Viz, Near 400 l. per ann. excluſive of any private fortune. 
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